Prawo i Sprawiedliwośći (PiS) / Law and Justice
15 MEPs
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Ryszard Kaczyński
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Konrad Szymański
Jacek Włosowicz
Zbigniew Ziobro
Founded in 2001 by twin brothers Lech and Jaroslaw Kaczyński, who are the current President of Poland and Chairman of the Law and Justice Party respectively. In 2006, the party formed a majority government with Self-Defence of the Republic of Poland and the League of Polish Families, small right-wing parties previously on the fringe of Polish politics. It was beaten by the more centrist Civic Platform in the 2007 elections.

The party is Christian Conservative, with nationalist and traditional policies. In the European Parliament, their MEPs have campaigned for the rights of Polish minorities in other EU countries and against persecution of Christians worldwide. The Party is anti-abortion and against adoption by gays or lesbians. Lech Kaczyński has also publicly supported reintroducing the death penalty
.
The party's statute, adopted In September 2009, lists the following objectives
:

1) umocnienia niepodległego bytu Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej i międzynarodowej pozycji Naszego1) To strengthen the independent existence of the Republic of Polish and international position of our Kraju, Country, 

2) umocnienia siły i bezpieczeństwa Państwa Polskiego, aw szczególności jego zdolności do2) Strengthening the security forces and the Polish State, and in particular its ability to podejmowania wielkich przedsięwzięć inwestycyjnych i społecznych w interesie Obywateli making major investment projects and social interests of the Citizensi Narodu, and Nation, 

3) umocnienia demokracji, praworządności i wolności obywatelskich,3) The strengthening of democracy, rule of law and civil liberties 

4) szerzenia postaw patriotycznych oraz wzmacniania solidarności społecznej i narodowej4) Dissemination of patriotic attitudes and the strengthening of social solidarity and national Polaków,Poles 

5) umacniania roli rodziny jako podstawowej komórki społecznej i wspieranie jej Ŝyczliwą5) Strengthening the role of the family as the basic social unit and its support of positive polityką państwa, state policy, 

6) szybkiego rozwoju gospodarczego Polski i działań, które pozwolą na zwiększenie uczestnictwa6) Rapid economic development of Polish and actions that will increase participation obywateli w korzystaniu z jego owoców, w szczególności zmniejszenia i eliminacji róŜniccitizens in the use of its fruit, in particular, reduce and eliminate disparitiesmiędzy miastem a wsią i między róŜnymi regionami Polski, between city and countryside and between different regions of the Polish, 

7) rozwoju kultury, nauki i powszechnego dostępu do oświaty wszystkich szczebli,7) The development of culture, science, and universal access to education at all levels, 

28) zniesienia wszelkich barier ograniczających moŜliwości awansu społecznego i wszechstronnej8) Elimination of all barriers to social advancement opportunities and comprehensive aktywności zawodowej, kulturalnej oraz naukowej Polaków.activity, cultural and scientific Poles.

It has been described as:

"Attached to Catholic social teaching and in favour of a generous social régime before financial orthodoxy’, the ‘viscerally nationalistic and traditional’ Law and Justice Party has ‘attracted many of the old Communist votes.  It also bans gay processions and wants Tesco to close on Sundays.  Is this really the new, inclusive, laid-back Tories’ natural friend in the New Europe?"
 
Another editorial called it ' a continental embarrassment': 
"Its domestic policies were bigoted and oppressive, from its anti-gay rhetoric to its ruthless, witch-hunting treatment of opponents as anti-Polish and potentially treacherous.  Its style in foreign policy was often farcical in its crude nationalism, alienating both neighbouring states and the European Union. 

When Jaroslaw Kaczynski demanded that Poland’s human losses under Nazi occupation should be added into the population count allotting voting strengths under the new European treaty, intelligent Poles hid their faces in their hands."
 

It is also a strong supporter of lustration; naming and excluding former communist collaborators from certain public offices. Although the process has been ongoing in some form since 1997, the PiS have been accused of using it for political purposes; a former MEP Marcin Libicki was removed from the PiS list following claims of collaboration, leading 2 MPs to resign from the party in protest
. It is now likely that he will be cleared of any involvement
.
Equality and Gay Rights

The party has drawn widespread criticism for its attitude to gay rights. Some of its politicians believe homosexuality is a “pathology”
 and are former members of the extreme right League of Polish Families; including 2 MEPs Jacek Kurski and Miroslaw Piotrowski. 
When Zbigniew Ziobro was Justice Minister, he approved investigations into the 'financing of LGBT organizations, their alleged connections to criminal movements and their presence in schools'.

The Conservative Group for Europe published a series of briefings in 2006 attacking Cameron's possible Polish allies:

"As mayor of Warsaw, Law and Justice's Lech Kaczynski - recently elected Polish President - banned gay pride marches in the city two years in a row, declaring them to be “sexually obscene” and that he was opposed to “propagating gay orientation.” The new Law and Justice prime minister, Kasimierz Marcinkiewicz, has apparently described homosexuality as “unnatural”. The President’s twin brother, Jaroslav Kaczynski, leader of the party, has proposed out-lawing gay men from teaching in the schools.

One of the first acts of the new government was to abolish its Office for the Equality of Men and Women, responsible for protecting minority rights. As Amnesty International put it, "it would be a novel definition of modernisation" for the Conservatives under David Cameron to associate with allies of this kind".

"The International Herald Tribute, in an editorial (on 12 June 2006) noted that Self-Defence is "a peasant party whose leader openly admires the dictator of Belarus" and the League is an "ultra right-wing" party, one of whose deputy leaders recently "accused homosexuals of running paedophile, drug-trafficking and other criminal organisations" and said that gay-pride marchers should be "bashed with a baton". The IHT pointed out that Law and Justice's electoral success depended heavily on populist radio station Radio Maryja, which it styled as "openly nationalist, anti-Semitic and anti-foreigner"."

Racism and anti-Semitism

One of its MPs, Artur Gorski, sparked outrage for his comment that President Obama’s election would mean “an impending catastrophe, the end of the civilisation of the white man”
. 

Miroslaw Piotrowski MEP is reported to have won his place on the PiS list due to lobbying by the ultra conservative and anti-Semitic Radio station, Radio Maryja
, which even the Vatican distanced itself from in 2006.
 
The deputy Prime Minister in the PiS Government, Andrzej Lepper, has two honorary doctorates from an actively anti-Semitic academy in the Ukraine
. Lepper was leader of the junior partner in the coalition, the Self Defense Party. Ryszard Czarnecki MEP is a former member of the Self Defense Party, and was Lepper's adviser. 
The Israeli government formally protested at the appointment of the League' of Polish Families' Roman Giertych as education minister in the Law and Justice-led government. He has a track-record of anti-Semitic remarks and was founder of the All- Polish Youth, whose skinhead supporters deliberately attack gay marches.

� Polish President Lech Kaczynski has called for EU member states to reintroduce the death penalty.  He said countries which had abolished capital punishment had "given an unimaginable advantage to the perpetrator over the victim". It was "the advantage of life over death", he told Polish public radio.  28 July 2006 http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/5225406.stm


� Article 4, Statues of the PiS  http://www.pis.org.pl/dokumenty.php?s=partia&iddoc=58


� Professor David Hanley in the European Voice, 26 January 2006


� 26 October 2007 http://old.opendemocracy.net/article/democracy_power/politics_protest/poland_election


� 'MPs’ resignation deals blow to PiS’s EU campaign' New Poland Express 10 April 2009 � HYPERLINK "http://www.newpolandexpress.pl/pdf_copies/newpolandexpress_17_2009-04-10.pdf" ��http://www.newpolandexpress.pl/pdf_copies/newpolandexpress_17_2009-04-10.pdf� 


� 'Kaczynski: Gorski may be expelled from party' Gazeta, 25 January 2010 


� HYPERLINK "http://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?hl=en&ie=UTF-8&sl=pl&tl=en&u=http://poznan.gazeta.pl/poznan/1,36037,7493826,Kaczynski__Gorski_moze_byc_wyrzucony_z_partii.html&prev=_t&rurl=translate.google.com&twu=1&usg=ALkJrhhoKMWWiCFMnF0tSZvDEvsFINPwbg" ��http://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?hl=en&ie=UTF-8&sl=pl&tl=en&u=http://poznan.gazeta.pl/poznan/1,36037,7493826,Kaczynski__Gorski_moze_byc_wyrzucony_z_partii.html&prev=_t&rurl=translate.google.com&twu=1&usg=ALkJrhhoKMWWiCFMnF0tSZvDEvsFINPwbg�


� Suwerennosc blog, 11 February 2009


� HYPERLINK "http://translate.google.co.uk/translate?hl=en&sl=pl&u=http://suwerennosc.blogspot.com/2009/02/list-otwarty-do-polakow-w-sprawie.html&ei=Y4lxS5f8OsPZ-QbG3IzMCQ&sa=X&oi=translate&ct=result&resnum=2&ved=0CA0Q7gEwAQ&prev=/search%3Fq%3Durszula%2Bkrupa%2Blist%2Botwarty%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DX" ��http://translate.google.co.uk/translate?hl=en&sl=pl&u=http://suwerennosc.blogspot.com/2009/02/list-otwarty-do-polakow-w-sprawie.html&ei=Y4lxS5f8OsPZ-QbG3IzMCQ&sa=X&oi=translate&ct=result&resnum=2&ved=0CA0Q7gEwAQ&prev=/search%3Fq%3Durszula%2Bkrupa%2Blist%2Botwarty%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DX�


� "On 12 May 2006, Wojciech Wierzejski, a national parliamentarian of the LPR at that time, stated in a letter addressed to the Minister of Interior and Administration Ludwik Dorn and the Minister of Justice Zbigniew Ziobro that the law enforcement authorities should check what he called "legal and illegal sources of financing" of organizations of homosexual activists and demanded the State Prosecutor's intervention. The letter also accused LGBT organizations of being involved with paedophiles and the illegal drug-trade. Wojciech Wierzejski also wrote that he wished to check if LGBT organizations "penetrate Polish schools". Following his demand, the State Prosecutor ordered, in a letter issued on 30 May 2006 to all prosecutors that they check very carefully the ways of financing of LGBT organizations, their alleged connections to criminal movements and their presence in schools"  Poland and Latvia: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Rights in Poland and Latvia, Amnesty USA paper 2006


� HYPERLINK "http://www.amnestyusa.org/document.php?id=ENGEUR010192006&lang=e" ��http://www.amnestyusa.org/document.php?id=ENGEUR010192006&lang=e�


� Conservative Group for Europe briefing March 2006 


� Conservative Group for Europe briefing June 2006, leaked to EuroRealist blog 30 May 2009


http://eurorealist.blogactiv.eu/2009/05/30/the-conservatives-future-allies-in-europe-the-potential-reputational-damage-posed-by-law-and-justice-david-camerons-new-best-friends-from-poland-2/


� “In Poland the ultra-conservative Catholic Kaczynski brothers of the Law and Justice (PiS) party came in to power in 2005 - with the 'gay question' being one of the main issues of the election campaign. In the months leading up to the election lesbians and gay men were described as 'abnormal, asocial and abject' in the media. They were also accused of being a cultural and biological threat to the Polish nation, a threat to ‘natural law, marriage and family’ and of lowering the birth rate! Polish Prime Minister Jaroslaw has announced that ‘homosexuals should not be allowed to teach’. Jaroslaw's twin brother Lech is the President of Poland. Jaroslaw went on to tell the weekly Ozon ‘The affirmation of homosexuality will lead to the downfall of civilisation.’”


The Independent, 10 June 2007


“After the US election, Artur Gorski, a Polish MP from the rightwing PiS party, warned that the victory of the ‘black messiah of the new left’, a ‘buddy of a leftwing terrorist’ would mean ‘an impending catastrophe, the end of the civilisation of the white man’".


Financial Times, 19 November 2008


� 'Miroslaw Piotrowski, 'Number One' PiS In Lublin, Gazeta, 28 May 2009 � HYPERLINK "http://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?hl=en&sl=pl&u=http://wiadomosci.gazeta.pl/Wiadomosci/1,98862,6660610,Miroslaw_Piotrowski___jedynka__PiS_u_na_Lubelszczyznie.html&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dmiroslaw%2Bpiotrowski%2Bradio%2Bmaria%26hl%3Den&rurl=translate.google.co.uk&usg=ALkJrhjfe63xdWzz3Rhzpx7v8R9l86bP-w" ��http://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?hl=en&sl=pl&u=http://wiadomosci.gazeta.pl/Wiadomosci/1,98862,6660610,Miroslaw_Piotrowski___jedynka__PiS_u_na_Lubelszczyznie.html&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dmiroslaw%2Bpiotrowski%2Bradio%2Bmaria%26hl%3Den&rurl=translate.google.co.uk&usg=ALkJrhjfe63xdWzz3Rhzpx7v8R9l86bP-w�


� "The Polish Catholic broadcaster Radio Maryja openly agitates against Jews and strongly supports the Kaczynski brothers, Poland's ruling populist leaders. The German Pope wants to rein in the station, but the founding priest isn't likely to toe the Vatican line willingly." Papal Reprimand for Catholic Radio, der Spiegel, 5 February 2006


� HYPERLINK "http://www.spiegel.de/international/0,1518,413976,00.html" ��http://www.spiegel.de/international/0,1518,413976,00.html�


� "ADL Condemns Polish Deputy PM For Accepting Honor From Anti-Semitic University" Anti-Defamation League, 1 February 2007


http://www.adl.org/PresRele/ASInt_13/4971_13.htm


� Conservative Group for Europe briefing June 2006








