Over a quarter of a million households where no one has ever worked

There are xxxxx households in the UK where no one has ever worked. The staggering new figures were unearthed by Employment Minister Chris Grayling as he examined the state of the labour market in the UK.
Ahead of the next set of unemployment and benefit statistics which are due out this Wednesday, these new figures underline the scale of the challenge facing Ministers.
It’s not just a question of dealing with those people who are out of work and actively seeking a job, but tackling the endemic problems of long term worklessness and in particular those households and communities where no one has ever been employed.

Chris Grayling said:

“There are over a quarter of a million households where no one has ever worked – which is a staggering number. We have to tackle this problem now and make sure no one is ever left behind again.

“These households make up some of the five million people who have just been cast aside on benefits with no meaningful attempt made to help them. 

“The Work Programme we are bringing forward will give all those who are out of work and need a job the right support at the right time to make sure they can assess the vacancies which employers are trying to fill.”

Last month’s labour market figures showed there are around five million people on key out of work benefits, almost four times as many as officially claiming the main unemployment benefit – jobseeker’s allowance.
Ministers are currently working up the detail of the new Work Programme which will provide a single, unified approach to getting people back into work based on their specific condition rather than on what benefit they are on.

Swift progress is being made and Ministers are confident the new programme will be up and running in 2011 to make sure people get the right help at the right time, and that for the first time in over a decade real inroads are made in helping those of the five million trapped on benefits who can work into a job.
Background

The figure of xxxxx comes from Quarter Four of the Labour Force Survey (LFS). 
Around 75% of this group are made up of single person and lone parent households.

Around 18% are from households with two or more persons (for example a couple or couple with child)

The remaining 7% will come from other household groupings.
Last month’s labour market figures showed that there are currently:

· 1.46m claiming Jobseeker’s Allowance

· 2.61m claiming Incapacity Benefit or Employment and Support Allowance

· 0.675m lone parents claiming income support

· 0.606m on other out of work benefits

The figures also showed that the problem isn’t down to a lack of jobs as ONS vacancy survey estimates 486,000 unfilled vacancies in the three months to June 2010, up 10,000 on the quarter and up 52,000 on the year.
